
The Just War Theory





ALL of these conditions should hold if a war is to be considered JUST.





1. PROPER AUTHORITY - war should be declared by a proper authority e.g. a government or king





2. JUST – the war must be started for a good reason – e.g. self-defense, and not because of greed, etc.





3. ESTABLISH GOOD – the war must be fought to establish good, or fight evil





4. REASONABLE CHANCE OF SUCCESS – it should be possible to win the war





5. LAST RESORT – it must be a last resort, when everything else has been tried, e.g. 


Diplomacy





6. SUFFICIENT FORCE – the amount of force used must be only enough to succeed - no more





7. CIVILIANS - no civilians should be involved and no deliberate unnecessary cruelty.














